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COMIDEASTFOR BAHRAIN 

SECRET TEHRAN 1050 

KUWAIT POUCH BAGHDAD FOR INFO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, BA 

SUBJ: REGIONAL SUPPORT FOR MIDEASTFOR 
REF: TEHRAN 0785 (DTG 261236Z JAN 76) 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH DEFREP FEBRUARY 1, GENERAL TOUFANIAN 
RAISED SUBJECT OF U.S. NAVAL PRESENCE IN PERSIAN GULF. HIS 
REMARKS EVIDENTLY WERE PROMPTED BY INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE SHAH 
AND WERE LINKED TO LATTER'S CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
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2. TOUFANIAN STRESSED THAT SO LONG AS THERE IS A SOVIET 
PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND PERSIAN GULF, U.S. 

PRESENCE IS COMPLETELY WELCOME AND ACCEPTABLE TO IRAN. 

AS TO U.S. NAVY HOMEPORTING IN BAHRAIN, TOUFANIAN INDICATED 
THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WAS NO OBJECTION BY IRAN. THERE WOULD 
BE NO PUBLIC SUPPORT BY GOI. HE IMPLIED THAT U.S. FACILITY 
AND COMIDEASTFOR WERE NOT SUFFICIENTLY IMPORTANT TO BE 
WTH EITHER AN DISAGREEMENT WITH OTHER PERSIAN GULF 
COUNTRIES OR POSSIBLE SOVIET REACTION IN THE AREA. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT VISITS BY U.S. TASK GROUPS TO THE PERSIAN 
GULF AND IRANIAN PORTS WERE ALWAYS WELCOME. 

3. TOUFANIAN STATED THAT IRAN WISHED TO DISCOURAGE USSR 
FROM INCREASING ITS ALREADY SUBSTANTIAL INDIAN OCEAN 
PRESENCE. IRAN STRONGLY OPPOSES SOVIET VISITS TO BASRA 
AND DOES NOT WISH OFFER ANY ENCOURAGEMENT TO SOVIETS TO 
MAKE SUCH VISITS. IN THIS CONTEXT, SHAH’S DISPARAGING 
REMARKS ABOUT COMIDEASTFOR SHIPS (FOR EXAMPLE, IN MONITOR 
INTERVIEW) MIGHT HELP REDUCE SOVIET PRESSURE FOR MORE 
SUBSTANTIAL PRESENCE IN PERSIAN GULF AREA. 
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